ACTIVITY HAZARD ANALYSIS FOR CLEARING AND GRUBBING





Task Breakdown
Potential Hazards
Critical Safety Practices
Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment
Monitoring Devices

Clearing, Grubbing 
Struck By/ Against Heavy Equipment
· Make eye contact with operators before approaching equipment 

·  Understand and review hand signals
Hard hat, safety glasses, Steel toe work boots



Heavy lifting


· Use proper lifting techniques.  Lifts greater than 60 pounds require assistance or mechanical equipment.

· Consider the size, shape, and weight of the object to be lifted.  Two persons must lift an object if it cannot be lifted safely alone (e.g., greater than 60 lbs).

· The hands and the object should be free of dirt or grease that could prevent a firm grip.

· Gloves must be used, and the object inspected for metal slivers, jagged edges, burrs, rough or slippery surfaces.

· Fingers must be kept away from points that could crush or pinch them, especially when putting an object down.

· Feet must be placed far enough apart for balance.  The footing should be solid and the intended pathway should be clear.

· The load should be kept as low as possible, close to the body with the knees bent.

· To lift the load, grip firmly and lift with the legs, keeping the back as straight as possible.

· A worker should not carry a load that he or she cannot see around or over.

· When putting an object down, the stance and position are identical to that for lifting; the legs are bent at the knees, and the back is straight as the object is lowered.




Slips, Trips, Falls
· Clear walkways, work areas of equipment, tools, vegetation, and debris

· Clean mud and grease from your boots before mounting equipment and watch for slippery/unstable ground when dismounting equipment.



Clearing and Grubbing (Continued)
Eye Injuries
· Wear face shield, goggles when operating powered clearing / grubbing equipment
Full face shield/ guard, goggles



Insect/ Snake Bites
·   Review injury potential and types of snakes with workers 

· Avoid insect nests areas, likely habitats of snakes outside work areas 

· Emphasize The Buddy System where such injury potential exists and use insect repellant and wear PPE to protect against sting/bite injuries.
Tyvek coveralls, duct tape bottom of coveralls to boots in areas with possible insect/animal contact



Contact Dermatitis
· Wear PPE to avoid skin contact with contaminated soil, plants, or other skin irritants

· Identify and review poisonous plants with workers

· Apply protective cream/lotion to exposed skin to prevent poison ivy or similar reactions
Tyvek coveralls, duct tape bottom of coveralls to boots if possibility of contact with poisonous plants 



Operations of  power clearing tools (brush saws, weed wackers)
· Wear eye, face, hand & hearing protection when operating power clearing equipment

· Shut-off / idle power tools walking between work areas

· Store flammable liquids in well ventilated areas, away from work areas

·  Shut off equipment during re-fueling

· Prohibit smoking while operating clearing equipment

·  Provide ABC (or equivalent) fire extinguishers for all work
Face shield/guard, goggles, cloth gloves, ear plugs, Steel toe work boots



High Noise Levels
· Use hearing protection when exposed to excessive noise levels (greater than 85 dBA over an 8-hour work period)

·  Do not attempt verbal communication in high noise backgrounds
Ear plugs
Sound Level Meter




High/Low Ambient Temperature

· Monitor for Heat/Cold stress in accordance with IT H&S Procedures # HS400,HS401



Clearing and Grubbing (Continued)
Unstable ground; rollover of equipment.
· Identify path of travel before moving dozer and inspect area for stable ground.

· Clearly mark any unstable areas.




Walking on machine tracks
· Avoid walking on machine tracks whenever possible; clean tracks for safe walking/working surfaces

· Observe track surfaces when walking, move cautiously on uneven, slippery surfaces

· Avoid sudden awkward motions  (pulling/jerking fuel hoses)




Adverse weather conditions:

-Lightning

-High winds

-Driving rain
· Monitor weather forecast 

· shut down operations should severe weather conditions exist



EQUIPMENT REQUIRED
INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS
TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

· Excavator and/or dozer

· Brush hog

· Power clearing tools

    (Brush saws, weed wakers)


·  Daily equipment inspections as per manufacturers requirements

·  Inspect all safety equipment (i.e. fire extinguishers, first aid kits and eye washes)
· Review AHA with all task personnel

·  Review Site Specific Safety and Occupational Health Program

· Review operations/safety manuals for all     

      equipment utilized 

· Review potential hazardous plants and insects/animals

Activity Hazard Analysis has been reviewed and approved by: 

Site Supervisor: ___________________________ 
SSO:______________________
Date: _________

