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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Mahmudiyah project helps boost local economy

by Norris Jones
Gulf Region Central District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Baghdad, Irag— Mahmudiyah’s mayor wants to chart a new
course and believes a signature project for his community would
be welcome news.

Mayor Muayid Fadil Hussein Habib is viewing several
possibilities including a Vocational Technical College, a soccer
stadium, and a vegetable and fruit processing factory.

“My hope is that we can convince Iragi and American officials to
invest here in a facility that will have a meaningful impact for
decades to come,” Muayid said. “These projects would employ
local people not only in the construction phase, but would benefit
our area and help the local economy as a lasting legacy,” he
noted. He was also hopeful that a facility like a Vocational
Technical College would encourage other small industries to open
in his community, such as a new cement plant or metal fabrication
shop.

“We need to boost our local employment opportunities that will
benefit not only Mahmudiyah, but the surrounding villages.” He
was hopeful farmers in his areas could qualify for low-interest
loans so they could expand their agricultural opportunities
including fish farms, poultry and beef operations. “If we can help
them with the start-up costs, they will be able to repay those loans
with the profits. It's another way to help the local economy,”
Muayid said. David Schmidt with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers recently met with Muayid to discuss those possibilities,
as well as ongoing work in his city. Schmidt encouraged the mayor Mahmudiyah Mayor Muayid Fadil Hussein Habib walks throu

to work through his Iragi officials and the Baghdad Provincial community’s downtown market Jan. 18 with a fellow city le:
Reconstruction Team to determine what was possible and to talking about improvements he’d like to see get underway il
identify funding. few months. [USACE PHOTO]

Ongoing work includes repairing the community’s water treatment plant, rebuilding Mahmudiyah's Market, school renovations
primary healthcare center, and electrical distribution upgrades.

Regarding such projects, Muayid asked that local contractors be utilized. Schmidt said his office is interested and willing to sc
meeting with local contractors to provide them training on how to prepare bid proposals -- the documents and references that a
He also suggested that someone in the mayor’s office attend so they could offer that information to others in Mahmudiyah. “It s|
the steps necessary to qualify for the work,” he added.
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Mahmudiyah Mayor Muayid Fadil Hussein Habib discusses
his community’s needs with David Schmidt of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. Schmidt is Gulf Region Division Central
District’'s Deputy Commander Project Management.
[USACE PHOTO]
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Schmidt complemented the mayor on hit
economic development. “This is a definite
all -- business and job creation is somethir
interested in,” Schmidt said.

“We need new projects offering long-terr
the mayor noted. “This is how we’re going
new Middle East. Such efforts will encoure
friendships we’re all looking for.”

Note: For additional information, contact I
Public Affairs Specialist at the U.S. Army (
Engineers, Gulf Region Central District at
2644 or Norris.Jones@tacO1.usace.arr
more information on the U.S. Army Corps
in Iraq, email cegrd.pao@tacO1l.usace.:
visit ourWeb site at www.grd.usace.armr
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