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BASRA, Iraq  ï Goodwill ambassadors 

from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Gulf Region South district (GRS) brought 

more than gifts during an October 4 visit 

to the children at Sant efram kindergarten 

in Basra, they brought smiles and friend-

ship.  

 

 ñWe are very happy today to see you 

here in our church and Kindergarten. To-

day is very special for us and for these 

kids,ò said Imad Aziz Al Banna, Mons 

Bishop, Vicar and Regional of Kardinal for 

Chaldean church in Basra and South of 

Iraq Chaldean Archdiocese. ñWe really 

thank you for your help and support,ò 

  

ñIt was fascinating to see the children 

in an environment that encourages the 

freedom of religion. It is inspirational to 

see a Catholic Bishop and Nun that dedi-

cates themselves to the future of Iraq and 

encouraging children to expand their spiri-

tual beliefs whether they are Islamic, 

Christian, or Catholic,ò said Navy Lt. David 

Daigle, project engineer and Provincial Re-
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Corps employees deliver gifts, smile and friendship  
 

By A. Al Bahrani  

Gulf Region Division South District  

About 150 Iraqi kids in Sant efram kindergarten in Basra enjoyed candies, toys and a visit by GRS employees 
during an October 4 goodwill mission. (USACE photo by A. Al Bahrani).  


