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USACE-built modern school highlights ancient Iraq

role in education
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Gulf Region Central District

Baghdad, Iraq— “This ancient civilization of
Mesopotamia, between the two historic rivers,
taught the world how to read and how to write,”
said Ahmed Rubayee, the Director General of
Baghdad’s Rusafa 2 Education Department at al
Neel school opening on Thursday. “That is what we
are doing here today, establishing a school, and to
once again, be civilized and concentrate on
teaching our children to read and write.”

During the ribbon-cutting ceremony, Director
General Rubayee congratulated Officer in Charge
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (USACE)
Loyalty Resident Office, Maj. Robert Culberson, for
the successful completion of the $797,000 “well-
constructed, attractive” elementary school. The
Director General described the school as a
treasure and a lesson in what is important. More
than 50 guests and visitors toured the modern
school facilities and freshly-manicured grounds
nestled in a Rusafa neighborhood that is one of the
oldest parts of Baghdad. Officials from the
Ministry of Education, Baghdad’s Rusafa
Governate, the Iragi National Police, the Rusafa
Fire Brigade, the 10th Mountain Division and
USACE Gulf Region Central district took part in the
celebration.

“This is a feel-good moment for us to give this to
the community,” commented Maj. Culberson. “It
is so very important for further stability, and shows
the progress we’re making in Irag.”

Al Neel School ribbon cutting. USACE’s Maj. Robert
Culberson (right) and Rusafa 2’s Director General of
Education, Ahmed Rubayee (center), prepare to open al
Neel elementary school in Baghdad.

The two-story masonry buildings contain 12
classrooms, an administration section, a workshop,
and bathroom facilities, in a 3,500 square meter
walled compound. By some U.S. standards, the
school would be expected to have approximately
250 students; however, Rubayee said that al Neel
is expecting to open September 1 with more than
1,000 students divided in two sessions. Neel
School’s construction firms used 60 percent of
their material from Iraq and, in the various
building phases, hired an average of 40 local
workers a day.



Loyalty’s Deputy Officer in Charge and Project

Officer, Navy Lt. Ben Dunford, noted that project is
unique since it included modern amenities such as
playground equipment, air conditioners and all the
furniture required to have a fully functional school.

“We’ve been coming to this school since January,”
said 4th Brigade, 10th Mountain Division Capt.
Timothy Green “It’s been great to see the
construction and track its progress to the opening
today. Al Neel School is a real breath of fresh air
for the neighborhood.” The 10th Mountain
Division is the U.S. military unit responsible for
Coalition operations in the Rusafa area.

According to Rubayee, there are 100 more schools,
similar to the high standards of al Neel, to be built
in the Rusafa area. He further explained that Iraqi

Prime Minister Maliki has announced plans for
4,000 more schools in the very near future.
Rubayee believes this is an essential task in order
to bring Iraq to the 21st Century.

“Thank you for your patriotism and the support to
the great Iraqgi people in this critical time,” he
concluded. “We are doing this for the children, for
the future of Iraq.”
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Neel School view. Modern al Neel School in one of Baghdad’s oldest neight;orhoods is a $797,000 USACE-built project.
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School courtyard. The inner courtyard of al Neel School in Baghdad’s Rusafa neighborhood is ready for the first classes of
elementary children September 1
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Al Neel School Opening. Touring the USACE project, GOI officials, including Rusafa’s Education Director General Ahmed Rubayee
(center), walk through the new al Neel School.

Note: Kendal Smith is a public affairs officer with the Gulf Region Central district, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Iraq.

For more information, contact Kendal at 540-665-2644 or email requests to Leslie.K.Smith@.usace.army.mil . For more
information on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Iraq, visit www.grd.usace.army.mil



