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ERBIL, Iraq — Less than a year after a 
vehicle-borne explosive device tore 
through its buildings in May 2007, the 
Kurdistan Regional Government’s Ministry 
of Interior complex in Erbil is open for 
business. 

 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers pro-

vided project and construction manage-
ment for the facility that restores the 
KRG’s ability to oversee security programs 
for the Kurdistan region — including intel-
ligence gathering, special police, and 
homeland security actions — in one cen-
tral location. 

 
“Two days after the attack, the KRG 

asked if we could help them rebuild,” said 
Colonel Michael Pfenning, commander of 
the Gulf Region North district. “Our mutual 
level of trust and relationships with the 
KRG ministries are very strong, and they 
were deepened more so by them asking 
us to help.” 

 
The project was funded with $5.8 mil-

lion from the Commander’s Emergency 
Response Program (CERP), and $1.5 mil-
lion from the KRG. 

 
“We have a good partnering relation-

ship with the KRG and we owe a great 
deal of that to the former deputy com-
manding general for MND-North, Brig. 
Gen. Frank Wiercinski,” Pfenning said. “He 
made a commitment at that time to use 
CERP money to assist the KRG in rebuild-

ing their Ministry of Interior complex.” 
 
The Minister of Interior’s building, as 

well as the service and administration 
buildings, guard houses and the perimeter 
wall were funded by CERP, all of which 
have been turned over to the KRG. The 
security building and surveillance technol-
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Col. Mike Pfenning saw the results of a VBEID attack 
on the KRG Ministry of Interior building before he 
took command of the Gulf Region North district last 
year. “Our mutual level of trust and relationships 
with the KRG ministries are very strong, and they 
were deepened more so by them asking us to help,” 
Pfenning said. (Photo by Gary York) 
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ogy, funded by the KRG, are not yet com-
pleted, according to Kameran Abdulrah-
man, general director of administration 
for the KRG Ministry of Interior. 

 
In a March 31 meeting, Abdulrahman 

expressed his appreciation for the MoI 
building reconstruction and discussed 
other projects the KRG plans to propose 
for approval. “This partnership is going 
very well,” he said. 

 
 

Part of the Gulf Region North’s mission 
is to help its seven provincial govern-
ments assume responsibility for manag-
ing their infrastructure development — 
and the capability to sustain it. To date, 
GRN has completed 1,357 reconstruction 
projects in its seven northern provinces, 
for a total of $2.1 billion. Another 126 
projects are currently ongoing, totaling 
$436 million. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Gulf Region North district teamed with the Kurdistan Regional Government to 
help rebuild the KRG Ministry of Interior building after it was attacked by a VBEID in May 2007. The $7.3 million 
project was funded by the KRG and the Commander’s Emergency Response Program. (Photo by LuAnne Fantasia) 
 

Note:  LuAnne Fantasia is the public affairs officer with the Gulf Region (North) district, U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Iraq. For more information, contact her at (540) 542-1437 or email requests to 
CEGRD.PAO@usace.army.mil. For more information on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Iraq, visit 
www.grd.usace.army.mil. 


