
 

1 

WASSIT, Iraq--Nowadays, it is hard to walk 
in any street in southern Iraq and find a clean 
road with no stagnant pools of waste and raw 
sewage. Iraq’s sewer system in nearly all nine 
southern provinces is damaged because of mis-
use and neglect.  

 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has be-

gun construction on sewer projects in al-Kut to 
help Iraqi citizens have a better quality of life. 
The work aims to reduce the waste that collects 
on the main roads and sidewalks where children 
play and people walk. “It is the beginning of a 
better life in the city of al-Kut,” said Maj. Clay 
Morgan, Wassit resident engineer with the Gulf 
Region South district.  

 
Lee Wolf, construction representative with 

USACE in Wassit said the $980,000 sewage 
network project began last September and is 
supposed to be completed in June of this year. 
“It will replace existing deteriorating sewer col-
lection systems, and provide a safe and efficient 
method of waste removal for approximately 
4,250 residents of the Al-150 sector in the Kut 
city district,” he said.   

 
Morgan added that the project is to design 

and install approximately 2,000 linear meters of 
two- to three-foot-diameter main sewer line and 
1,920 linear meters of connecting pipes from 
drains and houses. “The contractor must con-
nect to the existing system as part of the con-
tract,” he said. The laborers are currently putting 
in manholes and digging trenches to lay the 
pipes. 

 
Wolf said, “We hope that the projects … 

benefit the lives of the Iraqi people, not just in 
Wassit, but throughout the country.” Wolf said 
USACE projects improve Iraqis’ status of living. 
“It elevates rich and poor to where everyone has 
access to essential services such as clean wa-
ter, sewage collection, electricity and health care 
centers. Through such projects, the Corps is 
trying to improve the infrastructure which affects 
everyone. We also try to convey a message that 
we are here to help the Iraqis out and we are 
here to build up the infrastructure.” 
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A worker checks to form level for what will be a 
manhole into the new sewer system in Wassit prov-
ince. (USACE photo) 

Note: Mohammed Aliwi is a public affairs specialist with the Gulf Region South district, U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Iraq. For more information, contact Betsy Weiner at 540-542-1528 or email requests to 
CEGRD.PAO@tac01.usace.army.mil. For more information on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Iraq, visit 
www.grd.usace.army.mil. 


